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Land use issues
• Sprawl
• Farmland conversion

•  Habitat encroachment
•  Congestion
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Wisconsin’s comprehensive
land use planning law

• All 1800+ jurisdictions in the state
- many without any experience (or acceptance!) of planning
- many small, rural towns and villages

• Nine specific planning elements
• Explicit requirements:

 - mapping
 - future growth scenarios
 - citizen participation

• Real consequences of failure to comply:
loss of local authority
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Community Planning Resource
Web-based support for rural communities:
- community planning web presence
- examples and templates
- educational resources
- planning facilitation
- tools and data
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Design and Development:
Our Challenges

• Design and build a web-accessible resource
that will aid people in rural areas as they
make land use planning and policy decisions.

• Make this resource valuable to citizens
working to meet the State’s Comprehensive
Planning requirements.
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Design and Development:
Constraints

• What technology assumptions can we make?
• Which planning requirements can a community

address?
• What is land use planning and what point of view

should this resource adopt?
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Design and Development:
Community context

• Who is affected by this new law?
• Who is the audience?
• What do they know?
• How do they learn?
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Site Performance Objectives
• Responsive to changing legal requirements
• Flexible and deep information content
• Intuitive internal navigation
• Always a way forward
• Accessible
• Fast
• Free
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Site Content Goals

• Balance: Education, Resources, Facilitation
• Continuous engagement with a broad community
• Partners who can contribute significant expertise
• Open to alternative view points
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First Design Cut

• Delivery “Blocks” Defined
Planning Resources
Planning Tools
Community Template

• End User Profiles Identified
Local Elected Official
Land Use Task Force Volunteer
Planning Professional
Concerned, Active Citizen
High School Student

• First Test Suite
ARC IMS Dial-Up
Graphics Delivery
Framework Delivery
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Content Structure
• Formal story boarding - content tagged to cards

Process took several months of work
270+ and counting knowledge areas
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Content Structure
• Assembly and editing of materials
• Vetting of links and resources
• Placement of content and structuring of internal

linkages
• Special educational opportunities
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Content Definition
A Community of Knowledge

Design Team (GIS and IT Specialists)
Academic and Professional Planners
Government Representatives
Public and Special Interest Groups
Citizen Planners
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Layered Knowledge and Tools
• In-depth material is never more than three

clicks away
• There is always a way to learn and do more
• Tools and methods are presented in lay

terms, with data and
technical requirements
explained
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Current Delivery Structure

• Planning Process:  Facilitation

• Community Planning Resource: Education

• Planning Toolkit: Tools and Data

• Community Template: Web Presence
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Planning Process:  Facilitation
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Community Planning Resource: Education
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Planning Toolkit: Tools and Data
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Community Template: Web Presence

Community Template

Online survey:
Tell us what you think
This on-line survey has been
designed to give citizens of the
Town of Verona an opportunity to
register their opinions on a variety
of land use issues that face our
community.  The land use planning
task force will use input from the
survey to help guide the
development of a comprehensive
land use plan, responding to the
State of Wisconsin’s “Smart Growth”
law and helping our community
grow better and stronger.  To begin
the survey, simply click on the
survey cover image.
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Conclusions

• Too soon to tell!
• “beta-testing” template in WI communities
• Roll-out in 2004
• Free and accessible - get in touch

• COMMENTS, QUESTIONS, COMPLAINTS?
Jeff Sledge - jssledge@wisc.edu
Steve Ventura - sventura@wisc.edu
http://www.lic.wisc.edu


